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Welcome to the Donoho School! 
 

We are excited about another year of Falcon Athletics.  As you will read in the letter from our Director of 
Athletics, last year was another strong one for Donoho, as we added another State Runner-Up map and multiple 
individual state championships to our Championship tradition.   
 

This year, we are looking forward to continuing that tradition of excellence.  Our athletic program provides 
students with the opportunity to develop leadership qualities and self-confidence.  It is a major component of 
our proud tradition of excellence and honor.  The success of our student-athletes, both academically and 
athletically, is an important part of our mission. 
 

I invite you to learn more about why The Donoho School is the premiere college preparatory school in East 
Alabama.  Here are some of the great aspects of The Donoho School: 
 

• Well-rounded college preparatory curriculum in grades PK-12 
• Accredited by SAIS 
• 76% of faculty hold advanced degrees 
• 94 National Merit Scholars in the school’s 61-year history 
• 22 AHSAA recognized sports teams, boasting 25 State Championships 
• Award-winning visual and performing arts offerings 

 

Donoho graduates are prepared and ready to meet the challenges that lie ahead.  We have a long history of our 
graduates being admitted to the most competitive colleges and universities and, over the last 5 years, over 90% 
have received a merit scholarship to the school of their choice.   
Excellence in all areas – academics, athletics and the arts –  
and opportunities to excel both in the classroom and in the  
greater community make Donoho the preeminent school in  
Eastern Alabama and one of the top independent schools in  
the state.  We are so proud of our students in all they do and  
invite you to share in our appreciation of their accomplishments. 
 
I invite you to visit The Donoho School if you are looking for an  
independent education as an option for your children.  Why  
start the Donoho journey today?  Because the most important  
moment in your child’s education is now! 
 
Go Falcons! 
 
 
 
David Noone 
Head of School 
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Dear Donoho Community, 
 

I would like to welcome you to another year of Falcon athletics.  The Donoho School’s athletic program seeks 
to prepare students to become productive citizens of our community and society by teaching and developing 
commitment, character and a competitive spirit among student-athletes who honor the game.  Additionally, 
our coaches are committed to promoting skills development, team play, and sportsmanship at all levels. 
 

The Donoho School is a member of the Alabama High School Athletic Association (AHSAA) with athletic 
programs competing in multiple classifications (1A-5A).  The school offers opportunities for our student-
athletes to compete in the following sports: baseball (2A), basketball, cheer, cross country, football, golf, 
mountain biking, soccer (1A-3A), tennis (4A-5A), track and volleyball (3A). 
 

This past year exemplified the competitiveness of our Falcons: 
 

• Individual State Champions in Tennis, Track and  
Mountain Biking 

• State Runner-Up in Girls Soccer 
• Elite Eight in Volleyball 
• Sweet Sixteen in Baseball 
• 3 athletes signed to pursue collegiate athletics 

 

We will continue to do everything we can as an Athletic Program  
to support the growth of our student-athletes.  We will strive to  
dominate in the classroom, on the fields and on the courts. 
 
The support from Falcon Pride has become a staple for the Athletic  
Program.  Support in many ways including financial support, work  
days, cook outs, a robust media guide, pictures, banners, signage… 
the list goes on and on.  Our Athletic Program relies on Falcon Pride 
volunteers.  Thank you so much for all of your help. 
 
Let’s GO! 
 
 
 
Steve Gendron 
Athletic Director 
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Falcon Pride Sponsors, Family & Friends: 
 

Welcome to another exciting year of Donoho Falcons Athletics!   
 

Our Falcon student-athletes have been hard at work all summer preparing for the upcoming Fall and Winter 
seasons, and we are ALL excited to cheer them on as they look to continue the Championship Tradition at 
Donoho! 
 

I am honored to once again lead Falcon Pride as we work to support our amazing student-athletes and 
coaches.  Having personally seen the impact Donoho Athletics had on the growth of our youngest son (Lucas 
’23), on and off the field, Cody and I are excited to do everything we can to see that the next generation  of 
Donoho Falcon student-athletes have the same amazing experience as they represent our incredible school!  
 

Falcon Pride plays an important role on campus as we work to support our student-athletes and coaches in 
a variety of ways…and we can always use more help.  This year our goal is to focus on five key areas: 
 

• Fundraising/Sponsorship 
• Community Engagement 
• Future Falcons 
• Alumni Relations 
• Gameday Experience 

 

If you are interested in becoming more involved with Donoho Athletics, and specifically one of the five focus 
areas for Falcon Pride, please find me on the sidelines or in the stands.  We can use your help! 
  

We can’t wait to cheer on our Falcons this year and look forward to spending time with each of you in the 
stands as we celebrate another exciting year of Donoho Athletics!   
 

Go Falcons…and thank you! 
 

Matthew S. Elliott 
Falcon Pride President 
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Coach William “Bill” Smith enters his first year as Head Coach 
of the Donoho Falcons after a long and distinguished career 
in Alabama High School Football, including stints at Shades 
Valley, Munford and Talladega. Named the 2013 ASWA 6A 
Coach of the Year, Coach Smith also served as a coach for the 
2014 Under Armor HS All-American Game and the North vs 
South Alabama HS All-Star Game. 

Coach Smith will also serve as Donoho’s Strength and 
Conditioning Coach for all sports and will assist with field 
events for our Falcons Track & Field program. 

 

8 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coach Anna Taylor enters her 
3rd year leading our Lady 
Falcons.    

Named the 2022 Calhoun 
County 1A-3A Coach of the 
Year after leading the Lady 
Falcons to the 2A State 
Championship, Coach Taylor 
is excited to lead our team 
back to the top in a new 
classification this year as they 
move up to 3A!  
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Watch for our Falcons Flashback digital newsletter, returning for the 2024-2025 school 
year!  This weekly update on Donoho Athletics will be emailed to all of our Donoho 
families and sponsors every Monday afternoon! 

Falcons Flashback, sponsored by Sunny King Automotive Group, will feature results 
from the previous week and the schedule of events for the current week.  Features will 
include “Brilliant Performances” sponsored by Investar Bank and the “Raising the 
Pitch” Student-Athlete of the Week sponsored by Wesson Aviation.  One of our 
incredible Falcon Pride sponsors will also be highlighted as our “Sponsor of the Week”! 
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Falcon Pride exists to positively support, promote, and enhance the experience of 
interscholastic athletics for our Donoho Athletics Program, its student-athletes, 
coaches, and families, in alignment with our school mission to allow students to Live 
with Honor, Engage their Passion, Act with Humility, and Delight in Wisdom & 
Achievement. 

Falcon Pride offers our volunteers five opportunities for involvement: 

• Fundraising/Sponsorship – Falcon Pride raises money to support our student-
athletes in an array of sports, providing funds for equipment, uniforms, travel, 
officials and many other required resources. 
 

• Community Engagement – Falcon Pride organizes quarterly “Meet the Team” 
events and “OneFalcon” service opportunities. 
 

• “Future Falcons” – Falcon Pride promotes involvement of our Lower School 
students and families through improved communications and enhanced Lower 
School athletic opportunities. 
 

• “Always A Falcon” – Falcon Pride works with our Donoho Alumni Relations 
Director to increase recognition of and involvement with past student-athletes 
to increase alumni involvement. 
 

• Gameday Experience – Falcon Pride helps our Athletic Director with various 
pregame tasks including parking, stadium/facility preparation, sponsor 
announcements, etc. 

If you are interested in helping Falcon Pride achieve its goals for the 2024-2025 school 
year and beyond, please let us know by emailing falcon.pride@donohoschool.com, or 
calling/texting current Falcon Pride President, Matthew Elliott, at (205) 362-6588. 
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Mr. David Noone, Head of School 
 

Mrs. Kari Payne, Chairperson 
Mrs. Gina Johnson, Vice Chairperson 

Mr. William M. Wakefield ’80, Treasurer 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Thomas S. Potts, Sr.†, Life Member 
Mr. H. Miller Sproull†, Life Member 

Mrs. Barbara V. Sproull†, Ex-Officio Member of the Founding Board 
Dr. Sam F. Crabtree†, Founding Director Emeritus 

Dr. Gerald G. Woodruff, Jr.†, Founding Director Emeritus 
Mrs. Beatrice P. Woodruff, Honorary Member 

Mr. Thomas P. Brock†, Director Emeritus 
Mr. Gregory D. Brown, Director Emeritus 

Mr. Herbert M. Cunningham†, Director Emeritus 
Dr. John A. Edwards, Jr.†, Director Emeritus 
Mrs. Cherri W. Morgan, Director Emeritus 

Mrs. Antoinette G. Patterson, Director Emeritus 
Mr. Thomas S. Potts, Jr. ‘73, Director Emeritus 

Dr. John Reaves†, Director Emeritus 
Mrs. Lisa H. Soleman ’71, Director Emeritus 

Mr. Cleo Thomas Jr., Director Emeritus 
 

† deceased 

Mr. Dale Benton 
Mrs. Kim B. Billings ‘88 
Mr. Greg Brockwell ‘95 
Mr. Ike J. Brown 
Mr. Tripp Farrell 
Dr. Pankaj Kashyap 

Mr. Robert H. Kay 
Dr. Don Killingsworth 
Mr. Justin Marsh 
Dr. Vishwanath Reddy 
Mrs. Krisy Brock Smith ‘86 
Dr. Robert S. Svensen 
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Throughout this Media Guide, including the pages that follow, are 
Sponsor Ads featuring those companies who provide financial 
support for Donoho Athletics.  We are extremely grateful for the 
support from each of these companies, as it helps us provide the 
necessary resources to compete at a Championship level across our 
county, region and state. 
 
Please make sure you thank the owners and employees of these 
Sponsors and use them whenever possible.  They cover many aspects 
of everyday life…from health and medicine, to insurance, to retail and 
restaurant, to real estate, to construction, to financial services…and 
everything in between! 
 
Our student-athletes are the future leaders that will continue to impact 
our community long after they leave our campus.  The standard they 
set, and the legacy they leave, is what makes Donoho, and Donoho 
Athletics, special. 
 
All of the Sponsors included in this Media Guide BELIEVE in our 
Donoho student-athletes and the vision of our school and athletic 
program.  They each play a key role in our success, and for that we all 
say… 
 
 

Thank You! 
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Congratulations to Senior Sam Wakefield 
on being selected to the 2024 AHSAA 
North-South All Star Soccer Game.  Sam 
helped her North squad to a 4-1 win!  Way 
to go Sam! 
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FALCON PRIDE 
Click on the QR Code shown below to visit the 
Falcon Pride information page on the Donoho 
School website.  Here you can find information on 
joining, donating and volunteering to help support 
Donono Falcons Athletics. 

You can also find the digital copies of recent 
Donoho Falcon Media Guides and the current 
Falcons Flashback e-newsletter. 
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The championship tradition and character of Donoho exists because of 
the contributions of hundreds of incredible student-athlete leaders who 
have stepped onto the fields of competition with “Falcons” emblazoned 
across their chests.  This year, Falcon Pride is excited to celebrate our 
alumni athletes and reconnect with so many who helped establish the 
standards and expectations our current and future Falcons look to 
uphold. 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are a Falcon alumni athlete and have not yet signed up to be an 
alumni member of Falcon Pride, please visit our page on the school 
website, or scan the QR code below, and complete an alumni 
membership application.  If you are a friend or family member of an 
alumni athlete, please make sure they are aware of our efforts to connect 
with them and recognize their contributions to our athletic program.   
We look forward to partnering with you as we work to build a foundation 
for the future growth of Falcons Athletics and the continuation of the 
championship tradition at Donoho!   
Thank you and Go Falcons! 


